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Park District of Highland Park
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Highland Park, IL 60035



Park District of Highland Park
2023 Sunset Woods East Woodland Ecological Management

January 17, 2023
Dear Contractors:

The Park District of Highland Park is seeking proposals for contractors to provide the labor and
materials for the following project: 2023 Sunset Woods East Woodland Ecological
Management.

The RFP packet is also available on our website at http:// www.pdhp.org/bids-rfps/ and specifies
required qualifications, scope of work, submittal instructions and a set of proposal forms. Please
note that if you intend to submit a proposal for this project, then it is your responsibility to
register with Liz Ricketts via ericketts@pdhp.org. This will identify you as a registered plan
holder and therefore, you will receive any addenda that may be issued. Addenda will be sent
only to those contractors that complete such registration. The contractor remains responsible for
obtaining all addenda to the original specification.

A mandatory pre-proposal meeting will be held at Sunset Woods Park, 1801 Sunset Road,
Highland Park, on Tuesday, January 31, 2023 at 10:00am

Proposals should be e-mailed to ericketts@pdhp.org.
Proposals will be received no later than Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 10:00am.

Questions regarding this project or the enclosed documents can be directed to Liz Ricketts at
ericketts@pdhp.org.

Sincerely,

Liz Ricketts
Natural Areas Program


http://www.pdhp.org/bids-rfps/
mailto:ericketts@pdhp.org
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Introduction

The Park District of Highland Park (District) seeks proposals for a qualified Ecological
Restoration Contractor (Contractor) to perform ecological restoration in a newly restored 1.4-
acre woodland and 0.38-acre upland meadow area at Sunset Woods Park.

Intention

The District is soliciting proposals from qualified Contractors interested in this project as
specified herein. The District reserves the right not to award any contract for the project. The
accepted proposal will be awarded as an annual contract, renewable for an additional two
successive one-year terms for the 2024 and 2025 season, on the same terms at the sole option and
discretion of the Park District.

Service to Be Provided

The focus of this work is on preventing dominance of invasive species in this newly restored
woodland complex and newly established upland meadow. SEE EXHIBIT A: PROJECT MAP.
The work of this project includes all labor, materials and equipment to control designated
invasive species (Tables 1 & 2) by mechanical and chemical means as defined in this request for
proposals.

In addition to the work areas specified above, there are two (2) alternate options for seeding.
Alternate seeding areas include the woodland and upland meadow. SEE EXHIBIT A: PROJECT
MAP.

Examination of the Sites

A mandatory pre-proposal meeting will be held at Sunset Woods Park, 1801 Sunset Road,
Highland Park on Tuesday, January 31, 2023 at 10:00am. Each contractor is encouraged to visit
the site to become fully acquainted with the facility, scope of the project, service and difficulties
of providing this service or completing this project. Neither additional compensation nor relief
from any obligations will be granted because of a lack of knowledge of the site(s) or the
conditions under which the work will be accomplished.

Discussion of Proposals

The Park District may conduct discussions with any Contractor that submits a proposal. During
the course of such discussions, the District shall not disclose any information marked
confidential within any proposal and may discuss comparative pricing with one or more
Contractors.

The Park District may also choose to interview Contractors during the evaluation process.
Selected Contractors may be requested to provide oral presentations. Those Contractors will be
notified to arrange specific times. The Park District will not be responsible for any cost of the
Contractor’s presentation.
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Negotiations
The Park District reserves the right to negotiate specifications, terms and conditions which may
be necessary or appropriate to the accomplishment of the purpose of this RFP.

After a review of the proposals, the District intends to enter into an agreement with the selected
contractor. If an agreement is not finalized in a reasonable amount of time as determined by the
District in its sole discretion, then the District reserves the right to negotiate with other
contractors as may best serve the interests of the Park District.

Reserved Rights

The Park District reserves the right at any time and for any reason to cancel this Request for
Proposals or any portion thereof, to reject any or all proposals, or to accept an alternate proposal.
The District reserves the right to waive any immaterial defect in any proposal. Unless otherwise
specified by the Contractor, the District has ninety (90) days from the published submission date
to enter into an agreement with a Contractor. The District may seek clarification from a
Contractor at any time and failure to respond promptly is cause for rejection.

Incurred Costs
Park District of Highland Park will not be liable, under any circumstance, for any costs incurred
by Contractors in replying to this RFP.

Award

A Contractor to whom an offer is made shall be required to enter into a written contractual
agreement with the District in a form approved by legal counsel for the Park District. This RFP
and the proposal, or any part thereof, may be incorporated into and made part of the final written
agreement. The District reserves the right to negotiate the terms and conditions of the agreement
with the selected Contractor. Payment by the District may be by credit card.

The failure of the successful Contractor to enter into a Contract within ten (10) calendar days after
the Notice of Award or within such extended period as the Owner may grant shall constitute a
default, and the Owner may either award the Contract to the next responsible, responsive
Contractor or re-advertise for proposals. A charge against the defaulting Contractor may be made
for the difference between the amount of the proposal and the amount for which a contract for the
work is subsequently executed.

Renewal of Contract

At its sole option and in the exercise of its sole discretion, the Owner may renew this Contract
upon the same terms and conditions for two successive one-year terms. No increases in
compensation will be given if Owner chooses to renew the contract for 2024, thereafter for 2025.

Taxes
Park District of Highland Park is not subject to Federal Excise Tax and is exempt from state and
local taxes.
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Equal Employment Opportunity
Equal Employment Opportunity Clause, Section 6.1 of the Illinois Department of Human Rights
Rules and Regulations shall be a material term of this agreement.

Sustainability

The Park District of Highland Park is committed to sustainable practices that benefit our
environment and the health and safety of our customers. The Contractor agrees to work with
Park District staff if applicable on sustainable project elements and materials.

Additional Information

Should the Contractor require additional information about this proposal, please contact Liz
Ricketts by e-mail, ericketts@pdhp.org, no less than five (5) days prior to the proposal opening
date. ANY and ALL changes to these specifications are valid only if they are included by written
addendum to all Contractors. No interpretation of the meaning of the plans, specifications or
other documents will be made orally. Failure of any Contractor to receive any such addendum or
interpretation shall not relieve the Contractor from obligation under this proposal as submitted.
All addenda so issued shall become part of the proposal documents. Failure to request an
interpretation constitutes a waiver to later claim that ambiguities or misunderstandings caused a
Contractor to improperly submit a proposal.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Contractor Qualifications
All Contractors must be engaged in the type of work or services as outlined in these
specifications, and meet the following qualifications:

The successful contractor must have five years of experience working in high quality natural
areas in Lake County IL and the crew must have the ability to identify and protect plant, shrub
and tree species native to northeastern Illinois. A crew supervisor must be on site during the
execution who is thoroughly familiar with the type of work and materials being used. Said
person shall be competent at identification of plant materials to be treated and to be preserved
during the season the work is to be completed.

The Park District of Highland Park reserves the right to check references to ensure that
competent persons will be utilized in the performance of the agreement.

As part of the proposal, submit a completed qualifications form (attached), indicating your
proposed team’s experience with similar work.

Items to be Submitted

Contractors shall submit:

Proposal Form

References

Contractor Profile and Qualifications Form
Contractor’s Certification of Eligibility Form
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Contractors lacking these completed forms may not be considered for award.

We encourage contractors to include additional documentation supporting contractor’s
performance record, financial resources, experience, and reliability to execute this agreement as
described herein. Any and all exceptions to these RFP terms and specifications must be clearly
documented.

Evaluation Criteria

The Park District will review proposals to select that proposal which, in the sole discretion of the
Park District, is determined to be in its best interests. The Park District may still, thereafter,
choose not to award any contract or to award a negotiated and modified proposal.

Timely Submissions
The receipt of proposals will cease at the date and time set forth above. Proposals received after
the scheduled date and time likely will not be considered

Responsibility and Default

The contractor shall be required to assume responsibility for fulfillment of all items listed in this
Request for Proposals. The successful Contractor shall be considered the sole point of contact
for purposes of this contract agreement.

Change in Status
The contractor shall notify the Park District of Highland Park immediately of any change in its
status resulting from any of the following:

e Contractor is acquired by another party

e Contractor becomes insolvent

e Contractor, voluntary or by operation law, becomes subject to the provisions of any
chapter of the Bankruptcy Act

e Contractor ceases to conduct its operations in normal course of business

The District shall have the option to terminate its agreement with the contractor immediately on
written notice based on any such change in status.

Indemnification

To the fullest extent permitted by law, to waive any and all rights of contribution against the Park
District and to indemnify and hold harmless the Park District and its officers, officials,
employees, volunteers and agents from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses,
including, but not limited to, legal fees (attorney’s and paralegal’s fees, expert fees and court
costs) arising out of or resulting from the performance of the Contractor’s work, provided that
any such claim, damage, loss or expense is attributable to bodily injury, sickness, disease or
death, or injury to or destruction of property, other than the work itself, including the loss of use
resulting therefrom, or is attributable to misuse or improper use of trademark or copyright
protected material or otherwise protected intellectual property, to the extent it is caused in whole
or in part by any wrongful or negligent act or omission of the Contractor, any Subcontractor,
anyone directly or indirectly employed by any of them or anyone for whose acts any of them



Park District of Highland Park
2023 Sunset Woods East Woodland Ecological Management

may be liable. Such obligation shall not be construed to negate, abridge or otherwise reduce any
other right to indemnity which the Park District would otherwise have. Contractor shall
similarly, protect, indemnify and hold and save harmless, City, its officers, officials, employee,
volunteers and agents against and from any and all claims, costs, causes, actions and expenses,
including, but not limited to, legal fees, incurred by reason of Contractor’s breach of any of its
obligations under, or Contractor’s default of any provisions of the Contract. The indemnification
obligations under this paragraph shall not be limited in any way by any limitation on the amount
or type of damages, compensation, or benefits payable by or for Contractor or any subcontractor
under Workers’ Compensation or Disability Benefit Acts or Employee Benefit Acts.

Insurance Requirements

Unless otherwise agreed to by the Park District, the successful contractor shall be required to
keep in force, to the satisfaction of the Owner, at all times during the performance of any work
referred to above, Workers Compensation and Employer’s Liability Insurance, Commercial
General Liability Insurance, and Automobile Insurance in at least the type and amounts as
follows:

1. Workers' Compensation:
a. State: Statutory
b. Applicable Federal (e.g., Longshoremen's): Statutory
c. Employer's Liability
$1,000,000.00  Per Accident
$1,000,000.00 Disease, Policy Limit
$1,000,000.00  Disease, Each Employee
2. Commercial General Liability:
1. $2,000,000.00 General Aggregate
2. $1,000,000.00 Products Completed Operations Aggregate
3. $1,000,000.00 Personal and Advertising Injury
4. $1,000,000.00 Each Occurrence
5. $ 50,000.00 Fire Damage (any one fire)
6. $  5,000.00 Medical Expense (any one person)
3. Business Automobile Liability (including owned, non-owned and hired vehicles):

a. Bodily Injury:
$1,000,000.00 Per Person
$1,000,000.00 Per Accident
b. Property Damage:
$1,000,000.00 Per Occurrence

4. Umbrella Excess Liability:
$2,000,000.00 over Primary Insurance

Prior to beginning work, the contractor shall have to furnish the Owner with a certificate(s) of
insurance and applicable policy endorsement(s), executed by a duly authorized representative of
each insurer, showing compliance with the insurance requirements set forth above.
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Sexual Harassment Policy

Pursuant to Section 2-105 of the Illinois Human Rights Act (775 ILCS 5/1-101 et. seq.) (“Act”),
all Contractors to this agreement must have, prior to awarding this agreement, in effect and in
force a written sexual harassment policy.

Compliance with all Laws

Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and rules promulgated by any
Federal, State, County, Municipal and or other governmental unit or regulatory body now in
effect during the performance of the work. By way of example, the following are included
within the scope of the laws, regulations and rules referred to in this paragraph, but in no way to
operate as a limitation on the laws, regulations and rules with which Contractor must comply, are
all forms of Workers Compensation Laws, all terms of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Clause of the Illinois Fair Employment Practices Commission, the Illinois Preference Act, the
Social Security Act, the Substance Abuse Prevention on Public Works Act, Statutes relating to
contracts let by units of government, all applicable Civil Rights and Anti-Discrimination Laws
and Regulations, Americans with Disabilities Act, and traffic and public utility regulations.
Contractor shall also furnish without charge any affidavit or Certificate in connection with the
work covered by this agreement as required by law.

Special Conditions

Contractor shall familiarize himself with all of the agreement documents as listed in the table of
contents and he shall be responsible for all the material covered in same. No allowances will be
made for information overlooked or for negligence on the part of the Contractor for not
familiarizing himself with site conditions. The Contractor's signature on the proposal shall be
the Owner's guarantee that the Contractor has met these restrictions.

Signature and Legibility

The prices for work and the names, addresses, and signatures of the Contractors shall be clearly
and legibly written. Signatures shall be signed in the space provided and in compliance with all
legal requirements.

Schedule

Request for Proposals Released January 17, 2023

Mandatory Pre-Proposal Meeting January 31, 2023 at 10:00am
Proposals Due No Later Than 10:00am February 7, 2023
Anticipated Contract Award Date February 14, 2023
Anticipated Start of Work March 1, 2023

Project Completion Date December 31, 2023
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PROPOSAL FORM
(Page 1 of 2)

TO: Park District of Highland Park

636 Ridge Road

Highland Park, IL 60035
FROM:

Company

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

FOR: 2023 Sunset Woods East Woodland Management

BASE PROPOSAL:
1.4-acres Ecological Restoration of Woodland

(including wet meadow) $
0.38-acres Ecological Restoration of Upland Meadow $
TOTAL BASE PROPOSAL $
Alternate #1 — 1.4 acres Seeding of Woodland $
Alternate #2 — 0.38 acres Seeding of Upland Meadow $

Receipt of Addenda: The receipt of the following addenda is hereby acknowledged:

Addendum No. , Dated

Addendum No. , Dated

10
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PROPOSAL FORM
(Page 2 of 2)

SUBCONTRACTORS: List Name, Address, Phone and Work Assignment

Pursuant to and in compliance with the General Information, Terms and Conditions, Scope of
Work, the undersigned agrees to supply all materials/perform all work in accordance with these
contract documents for the prices and/or amounts specified herein. All amounts shall reflect the
contractor’s complete and thorough understanding of conditions which might affect the proposal
and any and all provisions, restrictions and requirements of these contract documents.

The District reserves the right to accept any part, or all of any proposal, and to reject any and all
or parts of any and all proposal. Any proposal which contains items not specified, or which does
not complete all the items scheduled for proposal, shall be considered informal and may be
rejected on this basis.

BY:

Name and Title of Authorized Agent

Authorized Signature

Date

11
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REFERENCES

Contractor shall include at least three (3) references with which the Contractor has completed
similar work of approximate magnitude required under this contract.

Project Name

Project Location

Contact Person

Telephone Number/E-Mail

Project Completion Date

Project Name

Project Location

Contact Person

Telephone Number/E-Mail

Project Completion Date

Project Name

Project Location

Contact Person

Telephone Number/E-Mail

Project Completion Date

Project Name

Project Location

Contact Person

Telephone Number/E-Mail

Project Completion Date

Project Name

Project Location

Contact Person

Telephone Number/E-Mail

Project Completion Date

12
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CONTRACTOR PROFILE AND QUALIFICATIONS
(Page 1 of 2)

Name

Address

City, State, Zip Code

Contact Person

Telephone Number E-Mail
# of Employees Annual Sales #
Contractor’s organization has been in business under its present business name for years.

Contractor’s organization has had experience in work comparable with that required under the
proposed contract:

as a prime contractor years;

as a subcontractor years.

The following Contractor’s employees will be involved with the proposed contract:

Name

Position

Years of Experience

Responsibility/Task

Name

Position

Years of Experience

Responsibility/Task

Name

Position

Years of Experience

Responsibility/Task

Contractor may attach additional project detail to demonstrate ability to successfully
complete work comparable with that required under the proposed contract.

13
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CONTRACTOR PROFILE AND QUALIFICATIONS
(Page 2 of 2)

Within the past ten (10) years, has your firm, any officer or other individual employed by
your firm, been the subject of any administrative or judicial proceeding for alleged
violations of any law, or any rule or regulation of any governmental body. If yes, please
provide a detailed explanation of the proceeding, including the nature of the charge or
claim, the disposition of the matter and the specific individuals/entities involved.

Within the past ten (10) years, has your firm been the subject of any other type of claim,
including by way of example and not limitation, for breach of contract? If yes, please
provide a detailed explanation of the proceeding, including the caption, claimant, court or
other dispute forum, nature and disposition of the claim.

Has your firm ever been terminated prior to completion of its services from any

project? If yes, please provide a detailed explanation, including the identities of all
entities and individuals involved, the nature of the services which your firm was to
provide, the individuals who were assigned to prove the services and the reason given for
the termination

14
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CONTRACTOR’S CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY

In Compliance 720 ILCS 5/33E-11:

-a(n)

Print name of Contractor Individual, Partnership, Corporation

as part of his bid or proposal on the above referenced Contract, hereby certifies that the Contractor
is not barred from bidding on the above referenced contract or entering into a contract with the
Park District of Highland Park as a result of a violation of either Section 33E-3 Bid-rigging or
33E-4 Bid-stating of Article 33E of the Illinois Criminal Code, 720 ILCS 5/33E-1, et. seq., as
amended.

Date
Contractor
By:
Its:
Title
STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS

COUNTY OF )

I, the undersigned, a notary public in and for the State and County aforesaid, hereby certify that
appeared before me this day in person and, being first duly sworn on oath, acknowledged that
he/she is authorized to act on behalf of Contractor, and that he/she executed the foregoing
certificate as his/her free act and deed and as the act and deed of Contractor.

DATED: ,2023
Notary Public

[Notary Seal]

15
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SAMPLE CONTRACT

The Park District of Highland Park executes an Independent Contractor Agreement for all work.
A sample of the Independent Contractor Agreement is provided on the following pages.

16
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INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR. AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT entered into by and between <NAME OF CONTRACTOR> (hereafter
“CONTRACTOER.") and the PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK (hereafter “AGENCY™).

WHEREAS, CONTEACTOR will be performing services and work for AGENCY n accordance
with the following: Request for Proposal <NAME OF PROJECT= dated <DATE (long form e
Tuly, 25, 2011)=>; the documents referenced therein; CONTRACTOR s Proposal in response to
the Request for Proposal for <NAME OF SERVICES REQUESTED= (hereafter “Proposal™);
which 1s attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A;

WHEREAS, Exhibit A, together with this document, collectively comprise the agreement of the
parties and are hereafier referred to as the “Agreement”™; and

WHEREAS, CONTRACTOR. may have subconfractors, material suppliers and one or more
emplovees engaged in the performance of said work; and

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the rmirfual covenants and agreements herein contained,
and other good and wvaluable consideration received and to be received, the CONTEACTOER
herebv agrees:

. To comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and rules promulgated by any Federal, State,
County, Municipal and or other governmental unit or regulatory body now in effect during the
performance of the work. By way of example, the following are included within the scope of the
laws, regulations and miles referred to in this paragraph, but in ho way to operate as a limitation on
the laws, regulations and miles with which CONTEACTOR must comply, are all forms of Workers
Compensation Laws, all terms of the Equal Employment Opportunity Clause of the [llinois Fair
Emplavment Practices Cominission. the Illinois Preference Act, the Social Security Act, Statutes
relating to contracts let by units of government, all applicable Civil Rights and Anti-Thscrimination
Laws and Regulations, and traffic and public utility regulations.

. Tothe fullest extent permitted by law, to waive any and all rights of contribution against AGENCY
and fo mndemnify and hold harmless AGENCY and its officers, officials. emplovees, volunteers
and agents from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses, including, but not limited
to, legal fees (attorney’s and paralegal’s fees, expert fees and court costs) arising out of or resulting
from the performance of the CONTRACTOR s work, provided that any such claim, damage, loss
or expense iz attributable to bodily injury, sickness, disease or death, or injury to or destruction of
property, other than the work itself including the loss of use resulting therefrom, or is attributable
to mususe or improper use of trademark or copyright protected material or otherwise protected
intellectual property, to the extent it is caused in whole or m part by any wrongful or negligent act
or omission of the CONTRACTOE, any Subcontractor, anvone directly or indirectly emploved by
any of them or anvone for whose acts anv of them may be liable. Such obligation shall not be
construed to negate, abridge or otherwise reduce any other right to indemmnity which AGENCY
would otherwise have. CONTRACTOR shall similarly, protect, indemnify and hold and save
harmless, AGENCY its officers, officials, employee, volunteers and agents against and from any
and all claims, costs, causes, actions and expenses, including, but not limited to, legal fees, incurred

17
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by reason of CONTRACTOR s breach of any of its obligations under, or CONTRACTOR s
default of any provisions of the Contract. The mdemnification obligations under this paragraph
shall not be limited in any way by any limitation on the amount of tvpe of damages, compensation,
of benefits payable by of for CONTERACTOR. or any subcontractor under Workers” Compensation
of Disability Benefit Acts or Emplovee Benefit Acts.

3. Tokeep in force, to the satisfaction of AGENCY, at all times during the performance of any work
referred fo above, Workers Compensation and Emplover's Liability Insurance, Commercial
(General Liability Insurance, and Automobile Insurance in at least the type and amounts as follows:

a. Workers' Compensation:.
i State: Statutory
1. Applicable Federal (e.g., Longshoremen's): Statutory
iii. Emplover's Liability
$1,000,000.00  Per Accident
£1,000,000.00  Disease, Policy Limit
$1,000,000.00  Disease, Each Employee
b. Commercial General Liability:
$2.000,000.00 General Aggregate
$1,000,000.00 Products Completed Operations Agpregate
$1,000,000.00 Personal and Advertising Injury
£1.000,000.00 Each Occurrence
$  50,000.00 Fire Damage (any one fire)
§ 500000 Medical Expense (any one person)
c. Business Automobile Liability (including owned, non-owned and hired vehicles):
1. Bodily Injury:
$1,000,000.00 Per Person
$1,000,000.00 Per Accident
ii. Property Damage
S1.000.000.00 Per Occutrence
1i. Umnbrella Excess Liability:
§2.000,000.00 over Primary Insurance

4. Tohave all policies of insurance purchased or maintained i fulfillment hereof name AGENCY as
an additional insured thereunder and the CONTRACTOR shall provide AGENCY with
Certificates of Insurance and applicable policy endorsement(s), executed by a duly authorized
representative of each mmsurer, showing compliance with the insurance requirements set forth
above. No such policy of insurance shall have a deductible or self-insurance refention amount in
excess of $5.000.00 per occurrence. All insurance shall be written on an “occurrence” basis rather
than a “claims-made™ basis. Fatlure of AGENCY to demand any certificate, endorsement or other
evidence of full compliance with these insurance requirements or failure of AGENCY fo identify
a deficiency from evidence that is provided shall not be construed as a waiver of CONTEACTOR s
obligation to mamtam such insurance. The CONTRACTOR agrees that the obligation to provide
the nsurance required by these documents is solely its responsibility and that this is a requirement
which cannot be waived by any conduct, action, inaction or omission by the AGENCY. Upon
request, the CONTRACTOR will provide copies of any or all policies of insurance maintained in
fulfillment hereof.
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AGENCY shall have the right, but not the obligation, of prohibiting CONTRACTOR or any
subcontractor from entering the project site until such certificates or other evidence that insurance
has been placed in complete compliance with these requirements 1s recerved and approved by
AGENCY.

Failure to maintain the required insurance may result in termination of this Contract at AGENCY s
option.

. CONTRACTOR szhall cause each consultant employed by CONTERACTOR to purchase and
maintain insurance of the type specified above. When requested by the AGENCY,
CONTRACTOR shall fumnish copies of certificates of insurance evidencing coverage for each
consultant.

. For any claims related to this contract, CONTRACTOR insurance coverage shall be primary
mnsurance as respects the AGENCY, itz officers, officials, emplovees, and volunteers. Any
insurance or self-insurance maintained by the AGENCY, its officers, officials, emplovees, or
volunteers shall be excess of the CONTRACTOR mnsurance and shall not contribute with it.

. Nothing contained in this contract iz to be construed as limiting the liability of the
CONTRACTOE, the liability of any Subcontractor or anv fier or either of their respective
insurance carriers. The AGENCY does not, in any way, represent that the coverages or limits of
msurance specified 1s sufficient or adequate to protect the AGENCY, or CONTRACTOR, but are
merely minimums. The obligations of CONTRACTOR to purchase insurance shall not, in any
way, limit its obligations to the AGENCY in the event that the AGENCY should suffer an injury
or loss in excess of the amount recoverable through msurance, or any loss or portion of a loss
which 1s not covered by FIRM's insurance.

. CONTFRACTOR shall maintain commercial general liability (CGL) and commercial umbrella
liability insurance with a limit of not less than limits ountlined herein for at least three years
following substantial completion of the work.

. All mnsurance provided by CONTEACTOR shall be placed with insurers with a current A M
Best's rating of no less than A: VII using the most recent edition of the A M. Best's Key Rating
Guide. If the Best’s rating is less than A VII or a Best’s rating 1s not obtained, AGENCY has the
right to reject insurance written by an insurer it deems unacceptable.

10. All certificates shall provide for 30 days written notice to owner prior to the cancellation or

material change of any insurance referred to theremn written notice to AGENCY shall be certified
mail, return receipt requested.

11. AGENCY reserves the right to modify these requurements heremn, including limits, based on the

nature of the risk, prior experience, insurer, coverage, or other special circumstance.

12. CONTRACTOR hereby grants to AGENCY a waiver of any right to subrogation which any

msurer of said CONTEACTOR may acquire against the AGENCY by virtue of the payment of

Page 3 of 5
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any loss under such mnsurance. CONTRACTOR agrees to obtain any endorsement that may be
necessary to affect this waiver of subrogation, but this provision applies regardless of whether or
not the AGENCY has received a waiver of subrogation endorsement from the insurer.

CONTRACTOR agrees to furnish any affidavit or Certificate in connection with the work covered
by this agreement as required by law.

14, AGENCY may terminate thiz Agreement for cause upon 24 hours written notice of breach to

15.

CONTRACTOR and for convenience and without cause upon not less than seven days’ written
notice to CONTEACTOER. In the event of termination for other than cause, CONTEACTOR. shall
be compensated for services performed prior to termination (applyving a pro-rata apportionment to
the anticipated schedule of services) together with Reimbursable Expenses then due.

To the extent that the Prevailing Wage Act applies, CONTRACTOR agrees to payv and require
every Subcontractor to pay prevailing wages as established by the [llinois Department of Labor
for each craft or tvpe of work needed to execute the contract in accordance with 820 ILCS
130/.01 et seq. The Illinois Department of Labor publishes the prevailing wage rates on ifs
website at: hitps:/www illinois sov/idolLaws-Eules/CONMED Pages/Bates aspx
CONTRACTOR 1z advised that the Department revises the prevailing wage rates and the
CONTEACTOR. has an obligation to check the Department’s web site for revisions. The
CONTEACTOR shall prominently post the current schedule of prevailing wages at the Contract
schedule of prevailing wages. Any increases in costs to the CONTRACTOR due to changes in
the prevailing rate of wage during the terms of any contract shall be at the expense of the
CONTRACTOR and not at the expense of the Ovwner. The change order shall be computed
using the prevailing wage rates applicable at the time the change order work 1s scheduled to be
performed. The CONTRACTOR shall be solely responsible to maintain accurate records as
required by the prevailing wage statute and to obtain and submit all such certified records to the
Ilinois Department of Labor Certified Transcript of Payroll Portal at

https-/wanw2_illinois soviidol/ Laws-Rules/CONMED, Pages/Certified TranscriptOfPavroll aspx
as required by Statute. CONTRACTOR shall furmish AGENCY confirmation that certified
payroll was submitted. In lieu of certified payroll, CONTEACTOR shall submit a letter setting
forth the basis upon which CONTRACTOR has concluded the Act does not apply. The
CONTRACTOR shall be solely liable for paving the difference between prevailing wages and
any wages actually received by laborers, workmen and/or mechanics engaged in the Work and in
every way defend and ndemnify the AGENCY agamnst anv claims arising under or related to the
payment of wages in accordance with the Prevailing Wage Act.

16. The failure of the successful Bidder to enter into a Contract within ten (10) days after the Notice

of Award or within such extended period as the AGINECY may grant shall constitute a default,
and the AGENCY may erther award the Contract to the next responsible, responsive Bidder or
re-advertise for bids. A charge against the defaulting Bidder may be made for the difference
between the amount of the bid and the amount for which a contract for the work 1z subsequently
executed.

17. CONTEACTOR agrees to maintain, without charge to the AGENCY, all records and documents

Page 4 of §
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for projects of the AGENCY in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1
et seq. In addition, CONTRACTOR. shall produce records which are responsive to a request
received by the AGENCY under the Freedom of Information Act so that the Owner may provide
records to those requesting them within the time frames required. If additional time 1s necessary
to compile records in response to a request, then CONTRACTOR shall so notify the AGENCY
and 1f poszible, the AGENCY shall request an extension so as to comply with the Act. In the
event that the AGENCY is found to have not complied with the Freedom of Information Act due
to CONTRACTOR s failure to produce documents or otherwise appropriately respond to a
request under the Act, then CONTEACTOR shall indemnify and hold the AGENCY harmless,
and pay all amounts determined to be due including but not limited to fines, costs, attorneys’ fees

and penalties.

IT IS MUTUALLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that the CONTRACTOR shall have the full
control of the ways and means of performing the work referred to above and that the CONTEACTOR or
its employees, representatives or subcontractors are in no sense employees of the AGENCY, it being
specifically agreed that the CONTRACTOR bears the relationship of an independent contractor to the

AGENCY.

Thiz agreement shall be in full force and effect from the

until such time as it 15 terminated by the AGENCY.

PARK DISTRICT OF HIGHLAND PARK <WAME OF CONTEACTOR =
Print Mame Print Mame i
Signature Signature
Title Date Title Date
Page S of 5
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SPECIFICATIONS

Project Objective

The Park District of Highland Park (District) seeks proposals from a qualified Ecological
Restoration Contractor (Contractor) to perform ecological restoration in a newly restored and
designated natural area in Sunset Woods Park, located at 1801 Sunset Road, Highland Park, IL.

The focus of this work is on preventing the dominance of invasive species in a 1.4-acre
woodland and 0.38-acre upland meadow. SEE EXHIBIT A: PROJECT MAP. The work of this
project includes all labor, materials and equipment to control designated invasive species (Tables
1 &2) by mechanical and chemical means as defined in this request for proposals.

Project Preparation

Boundaries for the work site will be provided in the Project Map (Exhibit A) and marked with
flagging in the field. An existing wet meadow will be identified and field marked by the District.
Field crews will be made aware of this location and its high quality. Wet meadow is included in
woodland area for management.

The Contractor shall complete preparations for work prior to commencement of work on site
unless otherwise directed by the District in writing. This shall include creation of an access plan,
staging area and identification of any sensitive natural resources. This will be reviewed by the
District during a site visit with the Contractor’s Project Manager prior to the anticipated
commencement of work. Any mechanical clearing may not begin until the District indicates
ground conditions are appropriate.

Submittals

Materials: Before proceeding, contractor shall provide District with a list of herbicides,
surfactants, water conditioners, dyes, and other chemicals and adjuvants to be used for
implementation of this project. All substitutions must be approved in writing by the District.

Licenses: Prior to any herbicide use the Contractor shall submit to the District a current copy of
the State of Illinois commercial pesticide license for each person who will be applying herbicide
at the project site. A copy of each commercial pesticide applicator/operator license must always
be maintained on site during completion of work.

Equipment: Prior to commencement of any work, Contractor shall submit to District a written
description of all mechanical equipment, its intended use, and location of use.

Notifications:
Herbicide application requires a 24-hour notice to the public which is the responsibility of the
District. Contractor shall notify the District at the earliest possible time, no less than 3 business
days prior to any invasive species control operations using herbicides. Notification shall be in
writing (email to ericketts@pdhp.org) and include, at a minimum, the following:

e Target species for treatment

e Treatment method

e Treatment area
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e Treatment date, time and duration
e Herbicides, adjuvants and application rates (if applicable)

At the time of treatment, the Contractor shall make public notifications of application by posting
temporary signage at the perimeter of the treatment area and at all probable entrance points to the
treatment area. Temporary signage shall plainly state that herbicide application has taken place,
states any entry interval restrictions and provides a phone number for contact and questions.

Execution

Invasive species treatment will include elimination of invasive and weedy herbaceous and woody
species throughout the project site via selective cutting, forestry mowing, hand pulling and
herbicide application. Broadcast spray of herbicide by mechanical means is not allowed on the
project. Methodology shall be determined by the Contractor in consultation with the District
according to timing, target species, site conditions and weather conditions in order to meet
performance standards.

Control of perennial herbaceous species will primarily be by chemical application using spot
treatment methods. Preferred methods for control of perennial herbaceous species are:

e  Wick/Sponge Treatment attached to a backpack or hand-held sprayer to “wipe” or
“dab” herbicide directly to the targeted plant.

e Low Pressure Spot Spray using a backpack or hand-held sprayer to drip or spray
herbicide directly on the target plant at the lowest practical pressure setting and
largest practical droplet size.

e Foliar Spray using a backpack sprayer to spray herbicide within a typical pressure
range and droplet size to reduce off-target drift.

Woody invasive control will consist primarily of treatment of small stem re-sprouts by means of
mechanical (e.g. clearing saws or forestry mowers with follow up herbicide application) or
chemical (e.g. sponge/wick treatment to stems or foliar application).

For annual and biennial plant species, mechanical methods (hand cutting or pulling) are preferred
over chemical control. Hand pulling shall include removal from the property of the entire plant,
including its root system. Care will be taken to reduce soil disturbance.

Special care must be taken not to adversely impact ecologically sensitive areas. ATV and 4-
wheel equipment use shall be limited to trails. Equipment use in these areas is limited due to the
potential for ecological damage/rutting/erosion and lack of access. Contractor shall base proposal
on an understanding of this limitation.

Herbicide Use

Application shall be performed using the most effective delivery method for the circumstances
and shall prioritize minimizing off target drift (especially into water resources) while maximizing
public and crew safety.

Herbicide type and concentration shall be selected by the Contractor and approved by the
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District.

Regardless of application method, all equipment used to apply herbicides will be in good
working condition and free of leaks, clogging wear or damage that could cause accidental
spilling or dripping of herbicide (i.e., cracked hoses and/or leaking fittings are not acceptable).

The use of any herbicide shall follow directions given on the herbicide label. In the case of a
discrepancy between these specifications and the herbicide label, the label shall prevail.

The Contractor shall maintain on site copies of all herbicide labels and current Safety Data
Sheets for all chemicals used during completion of the work.

Herbicide mixing and storage shall be limited to the identified staging areas. Care will be taken
to avoid dripping and other minor spillage in these areas.

Monitoring and Reporting

The Contractor shall conduct and document site inspections during the growing season to assess
invasive species emergence and growth stages, and to determine control requirements. The
Contractor shall advise the District in writing (by email) of control requirements in advance of
treatment. Control will be documented for each site visit in a written Invasive Species Control
Report which will include treatment dates, targeted species, methods and herbicides used,
personnel and recommendations for future visits, along with a map showing areas treated.

Timing and Conditions of Work

Herbaceous invasive species control is primarily performed during the growing season (typically
May 1 to October 31). Woody invasive species control can be conducted January 1 to December
31. Exact timing of control will be determined according to changing site conditions and plant
emergence. All work will be conducted during appropriate weather conditions, with
consideration of ground conditions to avoid rutting and erosion. No herbicide applications should
be made within 12 hours of anticipated precipitation, or with wind speeds exceeding 10 mph at
ground level within the application site.

Location and Limits of Work

Invasive species control shall be performed throughout the project site, as identified on the
Project Map. Specific locations of invasive populations and treatments areas shall be tracked and
mapped by the Contractor and included in the Invasive Species Control Report.

Site Access
Primary staging areas and access routes are identified on the Project Map. Site access shall be
limited as follows:

e Primary Staging Area- access may include wheeled and rubber-tracked vehicles
and equipment, pick-up trucks, brush chippers, ATVs, equipment trailers and foot
traffic.

e Primary Access Routes- access will be limited to rubber tracked equipment,
ATVs and foot traffic.

e Other Areas of the Project Site- access will be limited to foot traffic excepting the
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use of forestry mowing equipment given appropriate ground conditions.

Performance Standards

At the end of the 2023 growing season none of the top five dominant plant species in the project
area shall be non-native or weedy species including but not limited to, see tables 1 and 2 below.
Dominance will be determined by Relative Importance Value (RIV).

maple (Norway and Silver)

Acer spp.

European alder

Alnus glutinosa

Oriental bittersweet

Celastrus orbiculatus

gray dogwood Cornus racemosa

Autumn olive Elaeagnus umbellata

green ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica

bush honeysuckle Lonicera spp.

mulberry Morus spp.

poplar Populus spp.

pear Pyrus spp.

exotic buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica, R. frangula

black locust Robinia pseudoacacia

multiflora rose Rosa multiflora

willow Salix spp.

highbush cranberry Viburnum opulus
goutweed Aegopodium podagraria
garlic mustard Alliaria petiolata
ragweed Ambrosia spp.

common burdock

Arctium minus

black mustard

Brassica nigra

lamb’s quarters

Chenopodium album

bull thistle

Cirsium vulgare

Canada thistle

Cirsium arvense

poison hemlock

Conium maculatum

Queen Anne’s lace

Daucus carota

teasel

Dipsacus spp.

Dame’s rocket

Hesperis matronalis

bird’s foot trefoil

Lotus corniculatus

annual fleabane

Erigeron annuus

moneywort

Lysimachia nummularia

purple loosestrife

Lythrum salicaria

white sweet clover

Melilotus albus
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yellow sweet clover Melilotus offincinalis
catnip Nepeta cataria
evening primrose Oenothera biennis
wild parsnip Pastinaca sativa
reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea
lesser celandine Ranunculus ficaria
curly dock Rumex crispus
crown vetch Securigera varia
foxtail grass Setaria faberi
perennial sowthistle Sonchus arvensis
common reed Phragmites australis
cattails Typha spp.
common mullein Verbascum thapsus
burdock Arctium minus
mugwort Artemisia vulgaris
Clean Up

The work area shall be kept free of debris by the Contractor. At no time shall empty herbicide
containers, trash or other material be allowed to accumulate or remain on the project site. All
tools and materials shall be kept in appropriate carrying cases, boxes, etc. Parking areas, roads,
sidewalks, paths and paved areas shall be kept free of woody debris, spills, mud and dirt.

Any damage caused by Contractor during the completion of work described shall be repaired.
Said damages may include but are not limited to tire ruts in the ground, damage to lawn areas,
damage to trails, etc. In the event any vegetation designated to be preserved is damaged, notify
the District within 24 hours. The Contractor shall be liable for remedying said damages.

Existing landscaping including trees, shrubs and lawns shall be adequately protected by the
Contractor to avoid destruction or damage as a result of operations under this Contract. Trees or
shrubs damaged by negligence of the Contractor shall be replaced with stock of local genotype
and of similar size and age during the proper season and shall be subject to approval by the
District.

Inspection

After completion of initial invasive species control, the Contractor shall schedule with the
District a provisional acceptance inspection of the work. At the end of the growing season the
Contractor will schedule a final inspection of the work.

Acceptance

The work shall be provisionally accepted (75%) by the District after initial invasive species
control is complete per the given plans and specifications. The work shall be considered 100%
complete after the Contractor has complied with all the provisions of the Performance Standards
set forth in this proposal document.
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SPECIFICATIONS: Alternates 1 and 2

Alternate 1: 1.4-acre Seeding of Woodland
The intention of native seeding in the woodland area is to fill in areas that lack
vegetation and to increase species diversity.

Woodland Seedbed Preparation

Woodland seeding shall take place at the end of the growing season. Large dense stands
of standing vegetation within the woodland seeding area must be cut prior to seeding.
Excessive leaf matter/other vegetation that may impede seed to soil contact must be
removed.

Woodland Seed Installation
Woodland seed shall be hand spread. Once all the seed is spread, drag the area with a
rake to promote seed to soil contact.

Woodland Seed Mix

The following mix is to be installed in the woodland seed area as shown on the map at 13.5 1bs.
per acre. Based on availability, species substitutions may be suggested by Contractor and
approved by District.

Aguastache scrophulariifolia (purple giant hyssop) 3.74
Ageratina altissima (white snakeroot) 2.53
Allium canadense (wild garlic) 4.88
Aquilegia canadensis (Columbine) 2.82
Arisaema triphyllum (jack-in-the-pulpit) 4.7
Blephilia hirsuta (hairy wood mint) 2.03
Campanula americana (tall bellflower) 3.74
Claytonia virginica (spring beauty) 1.42
Cryptotaenia canadensis (honewort) 1.94
Dasistoma macrophylla (Mullein-foxglove) 1.94
Desmodium glutinosum (pointed-leaved tick trefoil) 4.88
Dicentra cucullaria (Dutchman's breeches) 0.94
Dodecatheon meadia (Midland shooting star) 0.32
Eutrochium purpureum (sweet Joe pye weed) 3.94
Geranium maculatum (wild geranium) 9.88
Hydrophyllum appendiculatum (great waterleaf) 1.88
Hydrophyllum virginianum (Virginia waterleaf) 1.88
Isopyrum biternatum (false rue anemone) 0.48
Lobelia inflata (Indian tobacco) 3.41
Maianthemum racemosum (Solomon's plume) 3.76
Mertensia virginica (Virginia bluebells) 5.96
Osmorhiza claytonii (sweet Cicely) 2.82
Phryma leptostachya (lopseed) 1.11
Polemonium reptans (Jacob's ladder) 1.41

28



Park District of Highland Park
2023 Sunset Woods East Woodland Ecological Management

Polygonatum biflorum (Solomon's seal) 2.35
Prenanthes alba (lion's foot) 1.94
Rudbeckia laciniata (wild golden glow) 3.96
Sanguinaria canadensis (bloodroot) 1.96
Scrophularia marilandica (late figwort) 1.88
Smilax lasioneura (common carrion flower) 1.41
Solidago ulmifolia (elm-leaved goldenrod) 1.92
Symphyotrichum lateriflorum (calico aster) 1.47
Symphyotrichum shortii (short's aster) 3.41
Thalictrum dioicum (early meadow rue) 2.82
Triosteum perfoliatum (late horse gentian) 1.53
Uvularia grandiflora (bellwort) 2.94

Prior to seed installation, Contractor shall confirm with District that site is adequately prepped.
After completion of seed installation, the Contractor shall schedule with the District a walk-
through of the seeding area.

Alternate 2: 0.38-acre Seeding of Upland Meadow
The intention of native seeding in the upland meadow is to fill in areas that lack
vegetation and to increase species diversity.

Upland Meadow Seedbed Preparation

Upland meadow seed installation shall take place at the end of the growing season.
Large dense stands of standing vegetation within the meadow seeding area must be
cut/mown prior to seeding. Excessive vegetation that may impede seed to soil contact
must be removed.

Upland Meadow Seed Installation
Upland meadow seed shall be hand spread. Once all the seed is spread, drag the area
with a rake to promote seed to soil contact.

Upland Meadow Seed Mixture

The following mix is to be installed in the upland seed area as shown on the map at 9.5
Ibs. per acre. Based on availability, species substitutions may be suggested by
Contractor and approved by District.

Aguastache scrophulariaefolia (purple giant hyssop) 0.87
Allium canadense (wild garlic) 1.75
Andropogon gerardii (big bluestem) 6.89
Anemone virginiana (tall thimbleweed) 0.72
Aquilegia canadensis (Columbine) 1.5
Blephilia hirsuta (hairy wood mint) 0.47
Camassia scilloides (wild hyacinth) 0.72
Campanula americana (tall bellflower) 2.06
Carex grisea (wood gray sedge) 1.38
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Carex molesta (field oval sedge) 2.75
Carex sprengelii (long-beaked sedge) 1.38
Coreopsis tripteris (tall coreopsis) 0.8
Desmodium illinoense (Illinois tick trefoil) 1.45
Echinacea purpurea (purple coneflower) 3
Elymus canadensis (Canada wild rye) 7.49
Elymus hystrix (bottlebrush grass) 9.68
Elymus villosus (silky wild rye) 7.49
Elymus virginicus (Virginia wild rye) 7.49
Euthamia graminifolia (grass-leaved goldenrod) 0.29
Eutrochium purpureum (sweet Joe Pye weed) 0.72
Heliopsis helianthoides (early sunflower) 1.59
Muhlenbergia racemosa (upland wild Timothy) 5.01
Penstemon digitalis (foxglove beardtongue) 2.38
Phlox pilosa (prairie phlox) 1.44
Polygonatum biflorum (Solomon's seal) 3.47
Pycnanthemum verticillatum var. pilosum

(hairy mountain mint) 1.08
Rudbeckia hirta (black-eyed Susan) 3.89
Rudbeckia laciniata (wild golden glow) 0.72
Rudbeckia subtomentosa (sweet black-eyed Susan) 3.72
Rudbeckia triloba (brown-eyed Susan) 2.95
Schizachyrium scoparium (little bluestem) 8.99
Symphyotrichum lateriflorum (Calico aster) 0.36
Symphyotrichum shortii (short's aster) 0.72
Veronicastrum virginicum (Culver's root) 0.72
Zizia aurea (golden Alexanders) 4.05

Prior to seed installation, Contractor shall confirm with District that site is adequately prepped.
After completion of seed installation, the Contractor shall schedule with the District a walk-
through of the seeding area.
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